
 

 

Kia ora whānau, 
 
As we rapidly approach the end of another busy and productive term, I want to highlight some wonderful 
opportunities for our school community to come together in the coming days, while also looking ahead to 
a well-deserved break. 
 
We are gearing up for our upcoming WINTER WARM UP SOCIAL 
OUTREACH, and I am always incredibly proud of how wholeheartedly 
our community responds to support those in need. 
 
Living out our school charism in a practical, hands-on way, our Young 
MacKillops student group will be leading our "Give a Kid a Blanket" 
(GaKaB) appeal. They are taking full ownership of this project—
organising, sorting, and sizing the donations right here at school to save 
the charity's volunteers valuable time, before personally delivering them 
to the HQ on Thursday, 2nd July. 
 
How You Can Support Us This Week 
We are still collecting donations from now until Thursday, 2nd July. If you are able to contribute, we 
would love your support in helping our students make a tangible difference this winter. 
 
We are accepting new or excellent condition pre-loved items: 

• Blankets, sleeping bags, duvets, duvet inners, and covers. 
• Baby sleep sacks and winter bedding. 
• Warm pyjamas, beanies, socks, jumpers, winter coats, and raincoats. 
• New pillows and new hot water bottles. 

 
MATARIKI CELEBRATION & PYJAMA DAY 
 
To cap off the term, Friday, 3rd July will be our Matariki Celebration Day! This will also double as a 
fantastic opportunity for social outreach. Students are encouraged to wear their pyjamas to school in 
exchange for a gold coin donation or a new/used winter warm-up item. Thank you to all those who have 
already donated. All funds raised and items collected on the day will go directly to Give a Kid a Blanket to 
support families facing the winter chill. 
 
We invite you to join us at our Matariki Morning celebration this Friday at St. John’s School if you are able!  
Below are a few details about the event. 
 

This is an event for you to enjoy with your tamariki (all students 
must be supervised by an adult during this time). 
 
Date: Friday, 3rd July. 
Time: 7.00 - 8.30am (If you are a keen stargazer, 
starting at 6:00am we have some telescopes at school 
to view the stars before sunrise). 

30th June 
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STAFF UPDATE 
 
Farewell to Karen Dorrington 
 
After more than 8 years of service to our school sports program, Karen 
Hulena Dorrington, our Sport Co-ordinator, will be leaving St John’s and 
joining the sports team at Westlake Girls High School. Her last day with 
us will be July 27th. Karen has been a driving force behind our sports 

teams, encouraging countless students to get active on the court, field and turf. We are immensely grateful 
for her years of hard work and wish her the absolute best in her future endeavours.  
 
Thank you for helping out 
 
Thank you to Mrs Gail Hardy and Mrs Vivienne Ball who returned to us for Term 2 in Mrs McFadzean’s 
absence. We have loved seeing you around the school again and really appreciate all your work with our 
students this term. While we will miss your smiles and chats, we hope you can enjoy some relaxation, 
family time and wish you well on your next adventures. 
 
Thank you to Mrs Colleen Binns who has been manning the front office while Mrs Bridges has been 
visiting family over the past three weeks. We appreciate all your support over the last few weeks, 
particularly at the front desk and in the sick bay. 
 

Opening Room 10! 
 
We are excited to be opening Room 10 at the beginning of Term 3 and 
welcoming, not only our newest students, but new staff members as well. 
We have appointed two fantastic teachers in a job-share capacity for the 
remainder of the year: 

• Mrs. Emma Burjony will be the lead teacher, welcoming students on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday. 

• Mrs. Natasha Coughlan will be teaching the class on Thursday and Friday. 
We are delighted to have both Emma and Natasha on board to guide our littlest learners! 
 
New Roles and New Faces 
 
Supporting our ESOL Learners: Mrs. Rachael Chandler We are incredibly blessed to have Mrs. Rachael 
Chandler on our staff, and she is stepping into an exciting new focus. Next term, Rachael will be taking 
up a specialized role to support some of our English language learners (ESOL), while still maintaining a 
portion of her current classroom Learning Support Assistant (LSA) responsibilities. We know she will do 
an amazing job guiding our students in this space. 
 
Welcome to the Team: Mrs. Jane Lee Please join us in giving a warm welcome to Mrs. Jane Lee, who is 
joining our team as a new Learning Support Assistant (LSA). Jane will be working across various 
classrooms 4 days a week, offering support to our students' learning journeys. 
 
We wish them all well in their new roles and responsibilities. 
 
Wishing You a Blessed Break 
 
Once our final celebrations conclude on Friday, it will be time for everyone to enjoy a well-earned rest. I 
want to extend my gratitude to our dedicated staff for their hard work, our students for their energy, and 
you, our families, for your unwavering partnership. I wish everyone in our school community a happy, 
safe, and relaxing holiday. May this break be a time of refreshment, quality time with loved ones, and 
staying cosy and warm.  
We look forward to seeing everyone return safely and recharged for Term 3! 
 
God bless, 
Marina Binns, Principal – Tumuaki 



THE CHICKEN AND THE SCRAMBLED EGGS…  

 
Yesterday I held a little fluffy chick in my classroom.  Their eyes are as small as a mouse. Their claws are 
as small as a bug. They are as fast as a jet. They are as cute as a hamster. It is as fluffy as a rabbit.  They 
have a sharp tooth on the middle of their beak. 
Adaline 
 
In the morning Sarah [Abbot} came to our classroom.  She brought Fluffy and Gumbooty with her.  If hens 
lived out in the wild they would live up to five years.  If they live on a farm they will live up to twelve years. 
Sarah rescued the hens from a farm called a battery farm. 
Grace 

 
On Friday we made scrambled eggs.  First I cracked one egg into a shiny silver bowl. Next I whisked it 
with a whisk. Then I poured it into a big hot frying pan. Then I fried it.  I mixed it together with the yolk and 
albumen.  Finally I enjoyed it. 
Arwen 
 
On Friday we made scrambled eggs. We made scrambled eggs.  First we cracked the egg in a shiny 
silver bowl and mixed the albumen with the yolk.  Then we whisked the egg in the bowl.  Next we poured 
the egg into the hot steaming pan and cooked the scrambled egg.  Finally we went outside and enjoyed 
it. 
Mason 
 



BEFORE AND AFTERSCHOOL CARE 

 
The Board is pleased to announce that Kelly Club will be 
our onsite provider of before and after school care 
beginning in Term 3. 

 
We would like to once again thank Little Legends for their 
care and service to the community over the last term 
while the board went through the appointment process.  

 
From Kelly Club… 
 
Kelly Club is excited to be bringing our before and after-school care and holiday programmes to St John's 
School from Term 3 2026 (Monday 20 July). 
 
Kelly Club has been operating throughout NZ for over 17 years, and our motto is “Kids Home Away from 
Home”.  
 
Kids who attend our programme get to do a wonderful array of different things in a fun, safe and caring 
environment. Things like sports and games, arts and crafts, baking and cooking, science and discovery, 
along with structured free play after a long day at school.  
 
To learn more or to book your spot, please visit: www.kellyclub.co.nz/sjmb 
 
For families needing care over the July holidays, we have holiday programmes operating from Albany 
Primary School, Takapuna Primary School and Chelsea Primary School. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at Kelly Club in Term 3. 
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.kellyclub.co.nz_sjmb&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=hXsFLOLkeED2EcAdmJmoATlNIZ7T8-7AfudNCCCXA6M&m=peWreL-RXBUXVbLnf0OloXCWFG4jlI4idAkM7SihMgL6xEkQEMv41VYDefzqyh3F&s=AcoO9_5PmRjjz0hmNnuBiLkb2IPYPEfOUgX2wWkpRtM&e=


ICAS ASSESSMENTS 

 

 
 
 

KINDO 

 
 Did you know you can set up your Kindo account so it gets topped up automatically? 

 
Kindo have now launched Autopay, a new 
feature that makes it easier for families to stay 
on top of payment requests. 
 
Kindo’s latest feature, Autopay, works with 
automatic payments to help you stay on top 
of school payment requests. 
 
How it works: 

 

🔄 You set your preferences (types of 

payments you want covered, wallet reserve 
etc) 

📥 Kindo emails you 48 hours before a 

payment run (so you can review or make 
changes) 

✅ Kindo pays the request automatically 

 
Less hassle, fewer "wait, did I pay that?" 
moments, and more peace of mind for busy 
families.  
 
Learn more about Autopay 
https://bit.ly/4oL0A4I 

 
Learn how to set up automatic payments into 
your Kindo wallet https://bit.ly/4fVE1Id 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r.updates.kindo.co.nz_mk_cl_f_sh_1t6Af4OiGsF30wPWaB6jPTDJ9i2Ijw_4ePO-2DqGzyGd4&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=pmUR2E3BLOuMY0CszFzxtH5VtqOrIjog2sigJ48o7vI&m=zp2E6gGpkuG16H-BJ0LfDoYj5GMQKKiOX0jKzJ1A61WF0FNke-z9k7jtGlxgku91&s=zg9r08HKo4FOVWwbMkP4_N7lKbzLgj2plg45GxrLxYA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r.updates.kindo.co.nz_mk_cl_f_sh_1t6Af4OiGsFVLebwyXCeZjH8XX12S0_9YHxYM3SjVbS&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=pmUR2E3BLOuMY0CszFzxtH5VtqOrIjog2sigJ48o7vI&m=zp2E6gGpkuG16H-BJ0LfDoYj5GMQKKiOX0jKzJ1A61WF0FNke-z9k7jtGlxgku91&s=7jSze7krRLo57CncvLCxhy44ksfa3m6ih2K2TgAulUw&e=
https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/parent-payment/FOE657


 
 
  

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/raising-boys-with-jo-robertson-tickets-1990528038948?aff=oddtdtcreator&keep_tld=true


COMMUNITY CONGRATULATIONS 

 
ST JOHN'S GYMNASTS SHINE FOR NORTH HARBOUR GYMNASTICS 
AT ARGOS ELEMENTARY COMPETITION 
   
Congratulations to Irene R and Catherine R, two of our St John's students 
who compete for North Harbour Gymnastics, on a fantastic showing at the 
ARGOS Elementary Competition in Tauranga two weekends ago! Irene 
secured 3rd place in teams, while Catherine finished an impressive 6th 
overall and 1st in teams. Their hard work and determination really shone 
through. Congratulations to you both on some brilliant results!  
 
 
We love hearing about what the children are up to out of school… If you would like to share your child’s 
extra curricula achievements, please feel free to email a photo and a short explanation to 
marinab@sjmb.school.nz with NEWSLETTER in the subject line. 
 

FROM THE PARISH 

 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL PREFERENCE FORMS 
Fr Carlo will be available to sign the forms on Wednesdays.  
Please make an appointment through: 
office@ecbcatholic.org.nz 
 
MONTHLY CHILDREN’S MASS 
3rd Sunday: 9.00 am Mass St. John’s Church.  Contact 
Lindy lindy@willplan.co.nz 
 
NEWSLETTER 
For more information from the Parish, please see their 
regular newsletter. 
 
 
 
  

mailto:marinab@sjmb.school.nz
mailto:office@ecbcatholic.org.nz
mailto:lindy@willplan.co.nz
https://eastcoastbayscatholic.org.nz/news/
https://eastcoastbayscatholic.org.nz/news/
https://eastcoastbayscatholic.org.nz/2026/05/07/new-dawn-counselling/


COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 



 

 
 



 



 
 
 



 

 
 
 


